AFTER  THE  BATTLE                         815

second in command was before Santiago, the torpedo-boat
Dupont, Lieutenant W. "W. Kimball commanding, was met pro-
ceeding to the westward in quest of the commander-in-chief.
From a signal at 4.25 from the Xeiv Tork to the Brooklyn,
"Will remain in charge of prize/' the information was given
Kimball that the flagship was at the Tarquino River.

The Brooklyn continued eastward, and about 10 P. M. passed
the Viscaya, still in flames. Just as the Brooklyn was abreast of
her a heavy explosion occurred on board, which was thought at
the time to conie from one of the magazines. It was her last
salute to her old enemy.

Captain Taylor inquired the fate of the Colon, and when the
answer was returned that she had surrendered at 1.15 that after-
noon, his ship's company cheered heartily. Captain Evans of
the Iowa reported that Cervera and a number of prisoners were
on board his ship. A call was made upon Admiral Cervera
about midnight. During this interview it was suggested that
he had lost all, except his honor; that if he would make use
of the wardrobe, or the purse, of the commander of the Second
Squadron, both were at his disposal. The admiral appeared to
be much touched at this offer of assistance, and replied that the
officers and men of the Iowa had taken care to provide them
with clothing, and added that he "had never met a sailor who
was not a gentleman"! He stated that he would like authority
to send a despatch to the captain general announcing his dis-
aster. This despatch was as follows, and was sent as he had
requested:

CAPTAIN GENERAL, HAVANA:

In compliance with your excellency's orders, I went out from Santiago
yesterday morning with the whole squadron, and after an unequal battle
against forces more than three times as large as mine my whole squadron
was destroyed. Teresa, Oquendo, and Viscaya, all with fire on board, ran
ashore. Colon, according to information from Americans, ran ashore and
surrendered. The destroyers sunk. Do not know as yet loss of men, but
surely 600 killed and many wounded (proportion of latter not so large).
The survivors are United States prisoners. Gallantry of all the crews has
earned most enthusiastic congratulations of enemy. Captain of Vi&caya
was allowed to retain his sword. I feel very grateful for generosity and
courtesy with which they treat us. Among dead is Villamil, and, I believe,
Lazaga. Concas and Eulate wounded. We have lost everything, and I
shall need funds.                                                                      CEBVEBA.
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